


CARDINAL SQUARES -2~

community for door prizes and large items to be raffled. In 1998, the charity of our choice was the
Special Wish Foundation of Clark County. Over the years, several hundred dollars have been
contributed.

Beginning in 1995, a well attended golf scramble was organized and in 1996 this golf scramble
became the Dick Tritle memorial Golf Tournament. In the next three years, proceeds of over
$3800 were donated to the Paramedic Fund and the Special Wish Foundation. On September 18,
1999, we look forward to another successful benefit scramble.

The Cardinals purchased a commerative $100" brick"” when the Kuss Auditorium was built.
In 1998, in lieu of sending Christmas cards to each other, members donated $200 to a special fund
of Central Christian Church for emergency needs of families. The club treasury matched with an
additional gift of $200.

Sam Dunn was the club caller until late 1988, As caller he also was a big part of many outings
that included dancing, eating, practical jokes and fellowship. In the 1980's there were trips to
Fontana NC, Berrien River, KY and English Mountain, TN. There were exchange visits with a
club in Knoxville, TN that included square dancing and elaborate potluck dinners. There were
several camp-outs and dances at Qakcerest Camp Grounds near Bellefontaine. Almost every
member of the club traveled to Pennsylvania for a week-end dance and visit. The King's island
Getaway week-end in the spring was attended by many for years. Many of our members have
attended all or most of the state conventions and several have gone to national conventions.

In the decade of the 90's we joined members of the S'Allemandes and Miami Valley dancers
for organized trips and traveled to Nashville TN, Branson MO, NewOrleans, New York City,
Wheeling for the Christmas lights, Malabar Farms, to the Carousel Museum and the Living Bible
Museum in Mansfield, Stalder Farms in NW Ohio ... to name a few. Never to be forgotten trips
were to Hawaii and Alaska.

Trips are seldom an offical activity of the club, but have evolved as friendships were formed.
Everyone was always welcome - our motto - "The more the merrier." and merry it usually was!!
Most trips included dancing - all included plenty of eating. RV's and campers traveled to Hoe
Down Island at Natural Bridge KY. It was there the group entered a bidding war for a
watermelon (proceeds for charity) and won the bid at $75. Members of the group paid the
amount for a VERY large watermelon that later fed the whole campground. Another favorite
camping area was the Horse Park near Lexington for organized dancing, potlucks, games, s'mores
around the campfire and more!! Smaller groups of the Cardinals have traveled to nearby state
areas for camping. Some have enjoyed golfing week-ends. Groups have visited the Amish Country
in Holmes County and attended the Pumpkin Dance in the Dearborn area and also visited the
Henry Ford and Greenfield Museums. Three adventure seeking couples spent 8-10 weeks together
traveling by RV/Campers to Alaska. Most of these trips are because we met and made new
friends through square dancing.

Cardinals dance anywhere, everywhere, and almost any time we're asked!! We've danced on
the stage at Branson in front of an audience of 2000 people (with Dick Tritle as caller); we visited
and danced at a club in St. Louis MO; we've danced on top of the Natural Bridge; on the top
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deck of a ship rolling with the waves in the Bahamas; and two squares were the featured
entertainment at a patio party in Hawaii. We've danced demos at Malls and in department
stores; we've danced at nursing homes; Clifton Days, Corn Festivals, Petunia Festivals, Memorial
Day parades, St. Patrick Day parades, next to the cows at Young's Dairy, back stage at the Grand
Ole Opry, on a Greyhound Bus and in a swimming pool.

At our 1998 Christmas dinner and dance, Jim Moere and Essie Tritle donated a large
beautiful hand-made stained glass built by Jim Moore tothe Cardinal Squares. Framed in black
walnut, an internal light brings out the beauty and brightness of the design as it stands on our
stage for every dance.

Looking back 20 years, it is safe to say that most members approached lesson class with a
"what are we getting into??" as we stumbled through the calls. We learned in spite of ourselves
and went on to enjoy modern square dancing with various levels of commitment. The social
interction, the physical exercise and the travels are only a part of what Cardinals are all about.
Members have been suppeortive of each other as we go through illness and death. We've helped
each other cross over into the next decade (mostly 60 and 70!!) and note retirements and
anniversaries with dignified celebrations. Most long term members have learned to successfully
blend out square dancing activities with family, church, community and work.

In the beginning (1979) there were 19 members; a year later there were 40 members; our
highest membership was 120 in 1992; and in 1999, we have 65 members. During the late 80's and
early 90's, student classes were large and many new members were added to our club. Following
the general trend in the Miami Valley beginning in the late 90's, low student recruitment has been
of real concern to the survival of the Cardinal Square Dance Club. Several clubs in the Miami
Vally have folded. We don't want to join them -- on this date, April 23, 1999, as we celebrate our
20th anniversary with a catered dinner and dance, let's work toward another celebration inApril
20091!
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