MIAMI VALLEY FOLK DANCERS
Folk dancing in Dayton started in 1947 when Michael Solomon, a recreation employee for
the City of Dayton was introduced to international folk dancing by neighbors.
Miami Valley Folk Dancers started as a class in 1952 sponsored by the City of Dayton,
Recreation Department. The class was so successful that a new club was formed, led by
Michael Solomon. The initial membership fee was $1.00 a month, which remained in effect
until 1997. Today, the club, about 80 members strong, is led by a council with many people
serving on committees and teaching and leading dances.
Over the years Miami Valley Folk Dancers has been dedicated to learning new dances,
increasing members appreciation for many diverse cultures. (MVFD was into cultural
diversity long before it was politically correct to tout cultural diversity.) In its history the
club has sponsored 62 weekend workshops with nationally and internationally known
instructors. With each workshop we immersed ourselves into the culture of other countries
with dance, singing, costumes, food, and fellowship. These workshops introduced us to the
cultures of Scotland, Ireland, the Balkans, Germany, Poland, Denmark, Israel, England,
Hungary, Greece, Canada, Italy, Romania, Armenia, Bulgaria, Austria and many others.
Mini-workshops have introduced us to the cultures of Russia, Turkey, Scandinavia,
Slovenia, Croatia and Africa••
The Miami Valley Folk Dancers and its members have been very active in the Dayton
community. We have done countless demonstrations for nursing homes, schools, festivals,
and community groups. From 1957 to 1961 our group opened the winter Sunday Music
Series at the Dayton Art Institute. Our members were instrumental in developing a
significant folk dance program with the Girl Scouts in the 50's and 60's. Several of those
girl scout leaders became active members of our club. Other members have helped local
ethnic clubs such as the Yugoslavs, French, and Italians, form their own dance groups and
recapture the dances of their cultures. In addition to our own weekly beginners class,
members have taught folk dance classes for local night schools, the University of Dayton
and Wright State University. In fact we have a 16 year history of teaching folk dance at
Wright State.

