
Ann & Sam Ballinger,- Miami Valley Folk Dancers 

The Miami  V a l l e y  Folk  Dancers  en thus ias t i ca l l y  nominate Ann and 
Sam Bal l inger as the  Honor Roll Couple f o r  the Miami Va l l ey  Dance Council .  
They  have been a c t i v e  folk,  round, square, and c o n t r a  dancers  and have 
made, on a vo lun teer  basis, except ional  cont r ibu t ions  t o  t h e  promot ion  o f  
recrea t iona l  dancing i n  the Miami V a l l e y  th rough admin is t ra t ion ,  teaching, 
and public r e l a t i o n s .  

F o r  o v e r  20 y e a r s ,  A n n  a n d  S a m  B a l l i n g e r  have b e e n ,  
admin i s t ra t i ve l y ,  the backbone o f  t he  Miami  Va l l ey  Folk Dancers (MVFDI. 
Not  on ly  have they  served as the d r i v ing  f o r c e  o f  the  group b u t  t h e y  have 
t ra ined  o the rs  t o  be leaders as w e l l .  Bo th  have ac t ive ly  served as m e n t o r s  
t o  ind iv iduals  w i s h i n g  t o  p r o m o t e  dancing and understanding o f  o t h e r  
c u l t u r e s .  T h e y  have g iven r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  y e t  p rov ided  any  necessa ry  
s u p p o r t  i n  the  t r a i n i n g  o f  o t h e r s  t o  teach  and lead w o r k s h o p s  and 
demons t ra t i ons .  Through Sam's d i r e c t i o n  the  group has been able t o  
mainta in $1.00/ month  dues which w e r e  i n i t i a ted  over 35 y e a r s  ago. 

Ann's teaching con t r i bu t i ons  are unequaled. Fo r  15 yeai-s, Ann h a s  
taugh t  t he  beginners '  c lass  f o r  t he  group f r o m  7 : 0 0 - 8 : 0 0  p .m.  e v e r y  

f Thursday  evening. In  addit ion, she has been v e r y  ac t ive  in t h e  G i r l  Scout  
Council  and has taught  over  2,500 g i r l  scouts  and leaders  how t o  dance. 
The impac t  o f  he r  dedicat ion to teaching extends beyond MVFD, w h e r e  over  
75% o f  our  members  learned t o  dance th rough h e r  e f f o r t s ,  t o  much  o f  the 
Miami V a l l e y ,  F o r m e r  members  o f  h e r  c lass  have taught  f o l k  dancing a t  
publ ic schools w i t h i n  the  Miami  V a l l e y  and t o  s tudents  a t  W r i g h t  S t a t e  
Un ivers i ty ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Dayton, and Miami  U n i v e r s i t y .  

They have been respons ib le  f o r  t he  p romot ion  o f  dance th rough 
publ ic  demons t ra t i ons  and s u p p o r t  o f  t he  Day ton  In te rna t iona l  Fes t iva l .  
Each y e a r ,  M iami  V a l l e y  Folk Dancers  p resen t ,  under  Ann and Sam's 
d i rec t ion ,  an average o f  e igh t  publ ic  demons t ra t i ons  a t  p laces such as 
West  Mi l ton ,  Au l lwood,  and W r i g h t  S ta te  U n i v e r s i t y ,  as w e l l  as, m a n y  
nu rs ing  homes and r e t i r e m e n t  cen te rs .  These demonst ra t ions  include the 
Sauerkrau t  Fes t iva l  i n  Waynesvi l le  w h e r e  thousands have been given t h e i r  
f i r s t  oppor tun i t y  t o  v i e w  rec rea t i ona l  f o l k  dancing. The Ba l l ingers  have 
p layed a key  r o l e  i n  each Internat ional  Fes t iva l  held in Dayton .  I n  addit ion 
to  p e r f o r m i n g  and lead ing  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  dancing, Ann and Sam have 
coordinated clean up, in fo rmat ion ,  and t i c k e t  sale e f f o r t s .  




