time and money and if it is worth it to them.
By dodging our responsibilities, by not paying our own club's way, by trying
to live off of each other through visitations, we are creating conditions which
suppress alternative choices and dancers are faced with "Do it this way or get
out." If we dancers will accept our responsibilities to be our own selves, to pay
our own way, this will lead to more variety and should retain a lot of the dancers
we are now losing.
Dallas Tinling, Vista, California

On Advertised Levels
S ACTIVE DANCERS in

the Alamo Area, we are becoming quite concerned about
ft our activity and where it is going. At a recent Association Dance, the level
was advertised on the flyer as Mainstream Plus Quarterly Selections. We
attended and unfortunately the level was not as advertised. The caller used at
least 15 calls from the Plus 1 and Plus 2 lists without first walking them through.
Our question is "Was the caller ever told what level to call?" You cannot
leave it up to chance that the caller will see the flyer and know what to call.
There has to be better communication between the caller and the Association
and/or club sponsoring the dance. What did the caller's contract state? If he
was aware of the level, then he was in direct violation of Callerlab's policy
which states that the caller must stay within the advertised level. If he does call
higher, then he must first walk it through for the floor. Some of the calls were
walked through after the squares broke down; some were never walked at all.
What happens to our new dancer who comes to the dance with enthusiasm
and high hopes and gets hit with relay the deucey and remake the Char? He
leaves the dance angry and frustrated and goes back to his club caller complaining that he couldn't dance. Will we see this dancer again? We think not, and he
is the backbone of our activity. If we lose him, then we've lost a bit of ourselves
in the process.
Our point is this: Either have the caller adhere to the advertised level or else
don't bother to advertise the level at all. Let's give our new dancers a chance.
They certainly deserve it.
Ron and Donna Petrick, San Antonio, Texas

On Wearing Cowboy Hats While Dancing
rir HERE IS NOTHING actually

wrong with hats or wearing them to or from a dance,
I but it was the general consensus of the majority of those present at a recent
Miami Valley Dance Council that wearing them while dancing was not exactly
in the best of taste, that it was highly uncouth or slightly rude, to say the least,
unless it is the ultimate desire on the wearer's part to let all know that he is the
proud posessor of such a hat.
Since it has always been the custom for a gentleman to remove his hat upon
entering an edifice, in the presence of a lady for a meeting of any kind, a square
dance falls within this category. This custom follows the general custom of
common courtesy that should be shown today.
This also could conceivably be considered an extrapolation of the everincreasing trend toward getting away from the accepted dress code for square
dancers. This general trend toward sloppiness or carelessness is permeating
everything which is a deterioration of pride in one's self. Let's try to reverse
20
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this trend in order to keep square dancing on the high plateau that it has been
for the common good and enjoyment of all participants.
Albert A. Moedub, South Vienna, Ohio

On the Dropout Problem
to address itself to this problem. One club's effort
doesn't prove much but it can indicate that there are perhaps not as many
people as supposed who want to square dance and can't find a place to suit
them.
We have been holding dances at the Extended Basic level for over a year
now for any and all and we are beginning to think the problems are insurmountable. First we had to get a nucleus, culled from old membership lists
and from memory, then new class members as they began to graduate. This
meant letters, flyers, advertising, telephoning and reminders. We were very
fortunate in having a place to dance, a time and our club caller, Dave Hass, who
also believes in this idea. Dances have to be held on a regular basis and this
makes it costly if not enough show up to make ends meet.
Some observations: Those not into square dancing, don't remember to
come . . . New graduates come and feel they are beyond it . . . Old
dropped out because they never were regular attenders and couldn'tt keep up
and they still don't attend regularly, so you can't count on them . . . There
were not enough to keep a club going, since to maintain three squares, we feel
you need about eight squares as a base . . . Some new graduates are not really
prepared for Extended Basics and cut down on the enjoyment of the rest of the
dancers . . . We've had as many as five squares and as few as one, with about
two to three being usual. . .
Perhaps a year is not long enough a time, but it is about all we can afford for
the response we have received. We are dealing mainly with people who like to
square dance about every other month, or once a month, and for us, anyway,
this has become too burdensome. By the way, we called it Relaxed Level.
Bob and Lois Osborn, Branford, Connecticut
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A Special Illustrated Segment Out of the Past
rr ()THOSE WHO SEEK their

challenge in today's
1 myriad array of terminology, we invite
you to travel back with us in time to a period
when square dancing appeared to be far more
physical than it is today. As oldtimers will tell
you, much of the choreography prior to the
1950's consisted of memorized patterns and a
great many of these were spectacular if not a
bit awkward on the basis of today's standards.
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Nevertheless, oldtimers, in speaking of the
good old days," remember the Double Bow
Knot, the Rattlesnake Twist, Take a Ride on
the Trolley and other movements which were
bound to evoke gasps from any viewing audience and occasional groans from the pretzeled
dancers.
To today's dancers, some of these dances
may seem a bit awkward but, remember, this
ft
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